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Abstract

The study aimed to identify and analyze the multicultural competencies of art teachers with an emphasis on social
participation within the framework of Discipline-Based Art Education (DBAE). This applied qualitative research employed
qualitative content analysis. The study population included national Iranian educational documents and international
multicultural education frameworks. Purposefully selected samples consisted of the Strategic Transformation Document of
Education, the National Curriculum Document, the Iranian secondary school art curriculum, UNESCO’s 2013 framework,
and the European Commission’s 2017 teacher education framework. Data were coded and integrated into the DBAE
structure. The findings indicated that teachers’ multicultural competencies can be classified into two main categories: “social
participation and collaboration” and “empowerment and advocacy for participation.” Integrating these competencies into
the artistic creation dimension of DBAE enhances creativity, social responsibility, group skills, and intercultural
opportunities within educational settings. Furthermore, embedding social participation into the art-making process fosters
communication skills, conflict resolution, and collective identity development among students. Integrating multicultural
education into the DBAE framework can foster dynamic and equitable learning environments. This combination empowers
art teachers as both facilitators of social interaction and active creators, equipping students with the ability to collaborate,
respect cultural diversity, and engage constructively in society.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Multicultural education has emerged as a vital approach to address the challenges posed by increasing cultural,
linguistic, and ethnic diversity in contemporary societies. The central premise of multicultural education is that
schools should provide equitable learning opportunities for all students, regardless of their backgrounds, while
fostering respect, social justice, and cultural understanding (Banks, 2014; Nieto, 2009; Resnik, 2009). In this
regard, scholars have argued that multiculturalism should not only be an additive element in curricula but also
a transformative framework that shapes teaching practices and classroom interactions (Banks & Banks, 2016;
Gay & Howard, 2010; Nieto, 2006).

In Iran, multicultural education has not yet fully permeated the formal education system. Research
demonstrates that existing curricular frameworks often lack mechanisms to effectively address cultural
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diversity, instead promoting homogeneity and centralized models of learning (Hamidizadeh, 2017; Sobhani
Nejad et al., 2017). National policy documents such as the Fundamental Transformation Document and the
National Curriculum have emphasized justice and equality as guiding principles, but the translation of these
ideals into classroom practices remains limited (Supreme Council of Education, 2010, 2012). Thus, there
exists a significant gap between policy-level aspirations and actual pedagogical practices, which necessitates
the exploration of innovative approaches such as the integration of multicultural education with Discipline-
Based Art Education (DBAE).

DBAE, as an established model of art education, focuses on four central domains: art production, art criticism,
art history, and aesthetics (Amin Khandaqi & Pakmehr, 2013; Kian & Mehrmohammadi, 2013;
Mehrmohammadi & Kian, 2013). This model emphasizes structured, discipline-oriented instruction that
promotes both technical mastery and intellectual understanding of art. Scholars argue that the incorporation of
multicultural perspectives within DBAE not only enriches the content but also transforms art education into a
platform for intercultural dialogue and social engagement (Ghaffari et al., 2017; Kian, 2013; Kraehe et al.,
2015).

The role of teachers in this process is central. Teachers’ multicultural competencies—defined as their
knowledge, attitudes, and skills to effectively teach students from diverse cultural backgrounds—are crucial
in fostering inclusive classrooms (Bifuh Ambe, 2006; Colon-Muniz et al., 2010; Deardorff, 2006). Studies
highlight that teacher preparation programs must prioritize intercultural skills to empower educators to create
environments that promote equity and student engagement (Banks & Banks, 2019; European Commission,
2017). Recent global studies have also shown that intercultural competence among teachers positively
influences student motivation, participation, and sense of belonging in classrooms (Egitim, 2024; Pawlak et
al., 2024; Sun et al., 2024).

Against this background, the present study aimed to analyze the multicultural competencies of art teachers in
the context of DBAE and to explore how these competencies can foster social participation and collaborative
learning among students. The study focused on two main dimensions: (1) social participation and
collaboration, and (2) empowerment and advocacy for participation. This focus contributes to bridging the gap
between theoretical frameworks of multicultural education and practical strategies in art education, particularly
in the Iranian context, while also aligning with global educational reforms that emphasize diversity, social
justice, and student engagement (Dameron et al., 2020; Rayimjanov, 2022; Singh et al., 2020).

Methods and Materials

This study adopted a qualitative research design using qualitative content analysis. The research corpus
consisted of national and international policy and curricular documents. The national sources included the
Fundamental Transformation Document, the National Curriculum Document, and the Iranian secondary school
art curriculum. International sources included UNESCO’s 2013 framework on intercultural education and the
European Commission’s 2017 teacher education framework. Purposeful sampling was applied to select these
key documents due to their direct relevance to multicultural and art education.

Data analysis followed a systematic coding procedure. First, open coding was conducted to identify initial
concepts related to multicultural competencies. Axial coding was then used to group these concepts into
broader categories aligned with the DBAE framework. Finally, selective coding was applied to integrate the
categories into two overarching themes: social participation and collaboration, and empowerment and
advocacy for participation. Credibility was ensured through researcher triangulation and iterative review of
codes, while transferability was supported by detailed documentation of the analysis process.

Findings

The results indicated that multicultural competencies of art teachers can be categorized into two overarching
themes. The first theme, social participation and collaboration, encompasses the ability of teachers to design
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art-based group activities, encourage cooperative learning, and facilitate intercultural dialogue. These practices
help students develop communication skills, empathy, and collective identity, while reducing prejudice and
fostering respect for diversity.

The second theme, empowerment and advocacy for participation, relates to teachers’ roles in motivating
students, families, and communities to engage in art education processes. Teachers are expected to act as
facilitators who empower students to express their identities through art while also advocating for inclusive
practices at the school and community levels. This theme highlights the broader social responsibility of
teachers in promoting cultural democracy and equity through art education.

Overall, the findings demonstrate that integrating multicultural education within the DBAE framework
enhances creativity, responsibility, and intercultural understanding among students. By embedding
multicultural competencies into art education, teachers can transform classrooms into inclusive, participatory,
and socially responsive spaces.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings underscore the importance of aligning art education with multicultural education frameworks to
foster inclusive learning environments. The emphasis on social participation and collaboration reflects the
global literature that highlights the role of cooperative learning in reducing biases and promoting mutual
respect (Deardorff, 2006; Nieto, 2006). The study’s results resonate with previous research showing that
group-based artistic projects foster empathy and social cohesion, thereby positioning art education as a
powerful medium for multicultural learning (Banks, 2014; Kraehe et al., 2015).

The second theme, empowerment and advocacy, aligns with international reports that stress teachers’
responsibility in creating participatory learning environments (European Commission, 2017). Similar
findings were reported in (Colon-Muniz et al., 2010), where graduates of multicultural teacher education
programs displayed stronger advocacy skills and inclusive teaching practices. This suggests that teacher
preparation programs should not only provide theoretical knowledge but also practical training in advocacy
and community engagement.

Furthermore, the study contributes to the body of literature that highlights the centrality of teacher
competencies in shaping multicultural classrooms. Research has long emphasized that teachers must possess
intercultural communication skills and reflective attitudes to effectively address diversity (Banks & Banks,
2016; Gay & Howard, 2010; Singh et al., 2020). The current findings affirm this by demonstrating that art
teachers, when equipped with multicultural competencies, can foster students’ social responsibility, enhance
collaborative skills, and provide opportunities for intercultural encounters.

The results also echo contemporary psychological and educational research showing that students’ motivation
and emotional engagement are strongly influenced by teachers’ intercultural competence (Egitim, 2024;
Pawlak et al., 2024; Sun et al., 2024). In this sense, the DBAE framework, enriched with multicultural
elements, becomes an avenue for not only cognitive but also affective and social development.

In conclusion, the study highlights the transformative potential of integrating multicultural education with
DBAE in Iran and beyond. By focusing on social participation and empowerment, art teachers can act as
facilitators of cultural dialogue, equity, and creativity. This dual role strengthens the capacity of schools to
prepare students as responsible citizens capable of engaging constructively in diverse societies. The integration
of multicultural education within DBAE thus offers a practical framework to bridge the gap between national
policies and classroom realities while aligning with global movements toward inclusive and equitable
education.
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Multicultural Competencies of Teachers in Discipline-Based Art Education (DBAE): Linking Art Creation and Social
Participation

Abstract
This study examines the multicultural competencies of teachers in discipline-based art education (DBAE), with a focus on art
creation and social participation. The main objective of the research is to identify and analyze the competencies that enable
art teachers, through a multicultural approach, to transform the classroom into a space for active participation and
constructive interaction among students. The primary research questions are: (1) What are the multicultural competencies
of teachers with a focus on social participation? and (2) How can these competencies be integrated within the framework
of discipline-based art education (DBAE)?
The study is applied, qualitative, and conducted using a descriptive—analytical approach. The population includes national
education experts in Iran and international documents on multicultural education. The sample comprises the Strategic
Transformation Document of Education, the National Curriculum Document, the Culture and Arts Curriculum for Iranian
secondary schools, the UNESCO (2013) educational document, and the European Union (2017) educational framework.
These documents were purposefully selected and analyzed using coding techniques. The extracted multicultural
competencies were ultimately integrated with the DBAE framework, focusing on art creation, to provide a practical model
for applying social participation in the process of artistic production.
The findings indicate that incorporating social participation into art education creates an environment where creativity and
social engagement develop simultaneously and empowers art teachers to act as participatory facilitators of active learning.
The results of this study can inform the design of educational programs and art teacher training aimed at enhancing social
participation in art classrooms, enabling teachers to create dynamic and interactive environments that foster students’
social skills and artistic creativity through the application of multicultural competencies.
Keywords: Discipline-Based Art Education (DBAE), Multicultural Education, Social Participation, Art Education, Multicultural
Competence
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