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Abstract

The present study aimed to design and validate a curriculum model for media literacy in the primary education system of
Iraq. A mixed-method approach was employed. In the qualitative phase, the media literacy curriculum for the primary level
was designed through a research synthesis method based on the analogy model and guided by Klein’s framework. For
validation, the information obtained was presented to experts in curriculum planning and media and information
management. The research domain for the synthesis phase, aimed at designing the media literacy curriculum, included
reference texts on media literacy and media literacy education published between 2010 and 2025. The statistical population
for validating the identified components of the media literacy curriculum derived from the synthesis, as well as for validating
the overall model, consisted of specialists in curriculum planning and media and information management. In the synthesis
phase, sampling was performed purposefully, while in the quantitative validation phase, a panel of 10 experts in curriculum
planning and media and information management was selected using purposive criterion-based sampling. For data collection
in the synthesis phase, a library method was used, and the research tool was note-taking cards; in the validation phase,
researcher-made questionnaires were employed. Data analysis in the qualitative phase was conducted using research
synthesis, while in the quantitative phase, content validity ratio (CVR) was applied through Lawshe’s coefficient. The
findings indicated that the designed media literacy curriculum model for primary education comprised objectives, content,
learning—teaching strategies, assessment, grouping, time, and place. Moreover, the validation results showed that 90% of the
experts and scholars in curriculum planning and media literacy agreed with the proposed model.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rapid expansion of digital media and its deep penetration into the daily lives of children have transformed
the educational landscape, creating both opportunities and challenges for primary education systems. Today’s
students are immersed in a complex media environment where they encounter vast streams of information,
images, and persuasive messages that can influence their cognitive, emotional, and social development (Bayar
et al., 2024). Without adequate critical skills, young learners remain vulnerable to misinformation, harmful
stereotypes, and manipulative content (Akmatova et al., 2025). Media literacy, defined as the ability to access,
analyze, evaluate, and create media content, has emerged as an essential twenty-first-century competency
(Celik et al., 2021). Scholars argue that the foundations of critical and self-regulated learning begin in early
schooling, making the primary stage pivotal for shaping reflective and responsible media users (Schneider et
al., 2022; Theobald, 2021).

Despite increasing recognition of the importance of media literacy, many education systems struggle to design
coherent and culturally responsive curricula (Hosseini et al., 2021). In Iraq, efforts to integrate media literacy
into schooling remain fragmented and lack a scientifically validated framework (Ebrahim Aziz Al-Zarji et al.,
2024). Existing initiatives often rely on imported models that fail to consider local cultural values, socio-
political realities, and the specific cognitive and emotional needs of Iraqi children (Sheikhabadi et al., 2024).
Meanwhile, global evidence underscores that effective media literacy programs must combine context-
sensitive curriculum development with teacher empowerment and interactive pedagogies (Korona, 2024; Lee
et al., 2023).

Scholarly work also highlights the role of interdisciplinary integration, connecting media literacy with
language arts, social studies, and citizenship education (Kwon & Sung, 2024; Lahdesmaki & Maunula,
2023). Moreover, curriculum design should go beyond transferring technical skills and aim to foster social
capital, participatory citizenship, and ethical content creation (Nazravisi et al., 2020; Pak Tinat Mahdiyabadi
et al.,, 2020). Emerging frameworks emphasize research-driven and evidence-based development processes,
including systematic review of literature and stakeholder validation, to ensure that educational interventions
are robust and adaptable (Chryssanthopoulou, 2025; Kutlu-Abu & Arslan, 2023). Building upon these
insights, the present study aimed to design and validate a media literacy curriculum model tailored for Iraq’s
primary education, using a rigorous synthesis of global scholarship and expert consultation.
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Methods and Materials

This study adopted a mixed-method design consisting of a qualitative synthesis phase and a quantitative
validation phase. In the first phase, a systematic research synthesis was conducted to collect and analyze
scholarly sources on media literacy and media literacy education published between 2010 and 2025. Using an
analogy-based approach guided by Klein’s model of curriculum development, essential components of a media
literacy curriculum for primary education were identified. These components included instructional goals,
content frameworks, teaching and learning strategies, assessment mechanisms, and structural elements such as
grouping, time allocation, and learning settings.

In the second phase, validation of the proposed curriculum model was performed through expert evaluation.
Ten specialists in curriculum planning and media and information management were purposefully selected
based on their expertise and professional experience. Research instruments included note-taking sheets for the
synthesis phase and researcher-designed questionnaires for validation. Data analysis employed qualitative
coding during the synthesis phase and quantitative techniques, specifically the Content Validity Ratio (CVR)
calculated using Lawshe’s formula, during the validation phase.

Findings

The qualitative synthesis yielded a comprehensive curriculum model for media literacy in Iraqi primary
education. The model comprised seven interrelated dimensions: clearly articulated objectives, culturally
relevant and developmentally appropriate content, interactive and participatory teaching-learning strategies,
authentic assessment tools, flexible grouping approaches, time allocation frameworks adapted to the primary
school context, and context-sensitive learning environments.

Expert validation revealed strong consensus regarding the relevance and applicability of the identified
components. The content validity analysis indicated that 90 percent of the consulted experts agreed with the
proposed structure and believed it adequately addressed both global standards and local educational needs.
They particularly endorsed the emphasis on critical thinking, metacognitive skill development, and the
integration of social and ethical perspectives within the curriculum. Experts also highlighted the
appropriateness of aligning the model with the cognitive development stages of primary-level learners and
embedding opportunities for experiential and project-based learning.

Additionally, the experts validated the focus on teacher empowerment as an essential prerequisite for
successful implementation. The model was recognized as adaptable for diverse Iraqi contexts, including rural
and urban schools, and sensitive to the sociocultural variations across regions. The combination of interactive
strategies, interdisciplinary linkages, and locally relevant content was considered a distinguishing feature of
the model.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study’s findings demonstrate the feasibility and importance of developing a locally grounded yet globally
informed media literacy curriculum for primary education. The high level of expert consensus supports the
model’s cultural adaptability and theoretical rigor, aligning with the argument that context-sensitive
frameworks can better equip students to navigate complex media ecosystems (Hosseini et al., 2021). By
integrating cognitive, metacognitive, and ethical dimensions of media use, the model responds to international
calls for holistic approaches to media literacy education (Schneider et al., 2022; Theobald, 2021).

One of the model’s key strengths is its emphasis on interactive and experiential learning strategies. This is
consistent with evidence showing that active engagement and peer collaboration enhance students’ critical
evaluation of media and foster deeper understanding (Bilotserkovets et al., 2021; De Leyn et al., 2021).
Similarly, embedding interdisciplinary connections supports broader competencies, such as participatory
citizenship and digital responsibility, which global scholarship views as essential outcomes of media literacy
programs (Kwon & Sung, 2024; Lahdesmaki & Maunula, 2023).
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The validation process also underscores the importance of empowering teachers to effectively integrate media
literacy into their classrooms. Research has repeatedly shown that teachers’ competence and confidence in
using digital resources strongly influence program success (Korona, 2024; Lee et al., 2023; Sultan et al.,
2023). By including teacher development as a structural consideration, the model addresses one of the most
persistent barriers to implementing innovative curricula in developing educational systems.

Another significant contribution of this study lies in its methodological approach. Combining systematic
synthesis with expert validation provides both theoretical robustness and practical relevance. This dual-phase
strategy reflects best practices identified in global curriculum research, where evidence-based design and
iterative stakeholder engagement are essential for producing sustainable and contextually appropriate
educational innovations (Chryssanthopoulou, 2025; Kutlu-Abu & Arslan, 2023).

Ultimately, the proposed curriculum model offers a practical and adaptable framework for integrating media
literacy into Iraq’s primary education system. It not only supports students’ critical engagement with media
but also empowers teachers and aligns with national educational modernization efforts (Ebrahim Aziz Al-Zarji
et al., 2024; Sheikhabadi et al., 2024). By fostering early critical thinking, ethical media participation, and
social responsibility, this approach can contribute to shaping resilient, informed, and active citizens capable of
navigating an increasingly digital world. The model thus provides a foundation for both policy and practice,
guiding education authorities in Iraq toward a sustainable strategy for media literacy development.

References

Akmatova, A., Pakhyrova, Z., & Keneshbekova, A. (2025). Media Literacy Education in High Schools. 30-37.
https://doi.org/10.52773/tsuull.conf.2025./tdmr4354

Bayar, C., Su, H., & Alatengsuhe, A. (2024). Current Status of Media Literacy Education for Children. Advances in
Social Behavior Research, 8, 26-31. https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7102/8/2024064

Bilotserkovets, M., Fomenko, T., Gubina, O., Klochkova, T., Lytvynko, O., & et al. (2021). Fostering Media Literacy
Skills in the EFL Virtual Classroom: A Case Study in the COVID-19 Lockdown Period. International Journal of
Learning, Teaching and Educational Research, 20(2), 251-269. https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.20.2.14

Celik, I., Muukkonen, H., & Dogan, S. (2021). A model for understanding new media literacy: Epistemological beliefs
and social media use. Science Research, 43(2), 11-25. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lisr.2021.101125

Chryssanthopoulou, K. (2025). Media literacy: A bridge between communication and education. The Future of
Communication. https://eproceedings.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/EFoC/article/view/7928

De Leyn, T., Waeterloos, C., De Wolf, R., Vanhaelewyn, B., Ponnet, K., & De Marez, L. (2021). Teenagers'
reflections on media literacy initiatives at school and everyday media literacy discourses. Journal of Children
and Media, 1-19. https://doi.org/10.1080/17482798.2021.1952463

Ebrahim Aziz Al-Zarji, R., Shariatmadari, M., Al-Sharifi, H. J. S., & Agha Kathiri, Z. (2024). Design and Validation of
a Conceptual Model for Virtual Education Based on Media Literacy in Cyberspace: A Novel Approach to
Teaching Biology in Iraq's Educational System. Management, Education and Development in the Digital Age,
1(3), 294-318. https://doi.org/10.61838/medda.1.3.18

Hosseini, B., Goudarzi, A., Kashavarz, S., & Nourani, Z. (2021). Comparative Study and Design of a Conceptual
Model of Media Literacy Based on Transformational Education Documents in Iran. Practical Issues in Islamic
Education, 6(2), 164-133. https://doi.org/10.52547/qaiie.6.2.133

Korona, M. (2024). Teachers' perceptions of media literacy competence during an online professional development.
Journal of Media Literacy Education, 16(1), 36-49. https://doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2024-16-1-3

Kutlu-Abu, N., & Arslan, R. (2023). Evolving trend of media literacy research: A bibliometric Analysis. Journal of
Media Literacy Education, 15(1), 85-98. https://doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2023-15-1-7

Kwon, Y., & Sung, M. (2024). Exploring Media Literacy Education to Foster Citizenship Under the 2022 Revised
Home Economics Curriculum. Korean Association for Learner-Centered Curriculum and Instruction, 24(17),
269-286. https://doi.org/10.22251/jlcci.2024.24.17.269

Lahdesmaki, S., & Maunula, M. (2023). Empowering media literacy skills: enhancing student teachers' awareness
of new literacy competencies in teacher education. International Journal of Technology and Inclusive Education,
12(2). https://doi.org/10.20533/ijtie.2047.0533.2023.0238

Lee, J., Kim, S., Choi, H., Leu, D. J., Forzani, E., Rhoads, C., & Kinzer, C. K. (2023). The impact of media literacy
training on teachers' use of digital resources in the classroom 21st century literacies: A policy research agenda.
Journal of Educational Technology & Society, 26(2), 45-58. https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.388


https://doi.org/10.52773/tsuull.conf.2025./tdmr4354
https://doi.org/10.54254/2753-7102/8/2024064
https://doi.org/10.26803/ijlter.20.2.14
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.lisr.2021.101125
https://eproceedings.epublishing.ekt.gr/index.php/EFoC/article/view/7928
https://doi.org/10.1080/17482798.2021.1952463
https://doi.org/10.61838/medda.1.3.18
https://doi.org/10.52547/qaiie.6.2.133
https://doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2024-16-1-3
https://doi.org/10.23860/JMLE-2023-15-1-7
https://doi.org/10.22251/jlcci.2024.24.17.269
https://doi.org/10.20533/ijtie.2047.0533.2023.0238
https://doi.org/10.1002/rrq.388

AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

Mallia, L., Chirico, A., Zelli, A., Galli, F., Palombi, T., Bortoli, L., Conti, C., Diotaiuti, P., Robazza, C., & Schena, F.
(2020). The Implementation and Evaluation of a Media Literacy Intervention about PAES Use in Sport Science
Students. Frontiers in psychology, 11, 1-10. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.00368

Nazravisi, H., Yekta Yaar, M., & Qasemi, H. (2020). Designing a Media Literacy Model in Sports. Communication
Research, 27(102), 121-149. https://cr.iribresearch.ir/article 44617 .html

Pak Tinat Mahdiyabadi, D., Taghipour, F., & Darzaban Rostami, H. (2020). Designing a Model for the Role of Media
Literacy in Enhancing Social Capital in Yazd City. Quarterly Journal of News Sciences, 34, 137-174.
https://www.jccs.ir/article_115358.html

Robbets, C. (2023). Investigating Belgian parents' digital media literacy in childcare practices: Insights from a
qualitative study. World Media Education Summit 2023,
https://dial.uclouvain.be/pr/boreal/object/boreal:268024

Schneider, W., Tibken, C., & Richter, T. (2022). The development of metacognitive knowledge from childhood to
young adulthood: Major trends and educational implications. Advances in Child Development and Behavior,
63, 273-307. https://doi.org/10.1016/bs.acdb.2022.04.006

Shariati, F., Niazazari, K., & Jabbary, N. (2024). Presenting a Model for Virtual Education Considering Educational
Equity with a Phenomenological Approach in Schools of Golestan Province [Research Article]. Iranian Journal
of Educational Sociology, 7(1), 66-78. https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.ijes.7.1.7

Sheikhabadi, I., Bagheri, M., & Jahed, H. (2024). Identifying the Supervisory Components of Instructional and
Educational Leaders of Primary Schools in order to Providing a Comprehensive Pattern for Iran's Government
Education. Sociology of Education, 10(1), 295-304. https://doi.org/10.22034/ijes.2023.2008390.1446

Sultan, A., Ahmed, M., & Tanaka, Y. (2023). Evaluating Media Literacy Curriculum Structures in Teacher Education:
A Comparative Study. Comparative Education Review, 67(2), 134-155.
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1023&context=jmle

Theobald, M. (2021). Self-regulated learning training programs enhance university students’ academic
performance, self-regulated learning strategies, and motivation: A meta-analysis. Contemporary Educational
Psychology, 66, 101976. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cedpsych.2021.101976


https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2020.00368
https://cr.iribresearch.ir/article_44617.html
https://www.jccs.ir/article_115358.html
https://dial.uclouvain.be/pr/boreal/object/boreal:268024
https://doi.org/10.1016/bs.acdb.2022.04.006
https://doi.org/10.61838/kman.ijes.7.1.7
https://doi.org/10.22034/ijes.2023.2008390.1446
https://digitalcommons.uri.edu/cgi/viewcontent.cgi?article=1023&context=jmle
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.cedpsych.2021.101976

