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Abstract

The study aims to propose a model for restructuring the macro-state structure in Iran aligned with the principles of good
governance and the United Nations Development Program. This research employed a case study approach. A systematic
literature review was conducted using a meta-synthesis method on 420 articles, of which 48 were selected after screening.
Macro variables were identified in three domains: internal environment, international environment, and model
analysis/design axis. Content validity was assessed through focus group discussions and the CASP tool. The causal
relationships among variables were further examined using expert evaluations and data analysis, leading to the final model
formulation. The findings identified 12 core variables classified into internal, international, and analytical dimensions. The
main components of the state structure were recognized as core missions, primary laws and regulations, macro-level
organizations, and decision-making centers. Causal relationship analysis confirmed all but one of the proposed links, which
were validated by experts. Reliability analysis using the Kappa test confirmed the robustness of the meta-synthesis method.
Ultimately, the proposed model for restructuring Iran’s state structure was endorsed by experts. This study provides a
comprehensive framework for restructuring the state structure in Iran. The model supports the alignment of national
governance with international paradigms such as good governance and the UN sustainable development goals, thereby
enhancing governmental efficiency and promoting balanced national development.

Keywords: State structure; good governance; sustainable development; United Nations development program,
restructuring
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

The restructuring of state institutions has become a central topic in public administration, political economy,
and governance studies, particularly as governments face unprecedented challenges in balancing internal
efficiency with global integration. Numerous studies indicate that the effectiveness of government structures
directly influences economic performance, public trust, and the achievement of sustainable development goals
(Cuervo-Cazurra, 2008; Sun et al., 2023). In transitional and developing economies, structural inefficiencies
have often exacerbated corruption, weakened institutional credibility, and hindered foreign direct investment
(Cuervo-Cazurra, 2008). The Iranian state, similar to other governments navigating complex socio-political
realities, is under pressure to reconfigure its macro-structural foundations in alignment with both domestic
imperatives and international paradigms of good governance (Sorooshian, 2024).

The global discourse on governance reform underscores the significance of political stability, rule of law, and
institutional capacity as key enablers of sustainable growth (Chletsos & Sintos, 2024; Khan et al., 2023). For
instance, empirical evidence from BRICS economies demonstrates that natural resource management, when
embedded within a framework of the rule of law, can contribute positively to environmental sustainability and
long-term development (Khan et al., 2023). Conversely, when political stability is compromised,
environmental degradation and economic disparities tend to intensify (Pata et al., 2022). These insights
suggest that comprehensive restructuring must transcend bureaucratic reorganization to address the deeper
institutional variables shaping governance outcomes.

Technological change further complicates governance landscapes, producing regulatory gaps that existing
institutional arrangements are ill-equipped to address. Scholars argue that meta-organizations and hybrid
regulatory mechanisms are increasingly critical in filling technologically induced governance voids
(Berkowitz & Souchaud, 2024). For example, studies on digitalization in the United States highlight the
capacity of digital government initiatives to enhance efficiency in resource management and economic outputs
(Zhou & Feng, 2024). Similarly, empirical analyses of digital government adoption in China and across
multiple nations show that integrating technological tools into governance systems improves resource
efficiency and institutional responsiveness (Xu et al., 2024; Zou et al., 2023). In contexts such as Iran, where
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structural inefficiencies and public distrust persist, leveraging digital government frameworks may be essential
for building resilience and efficiency.

Environmental pressures further reinforce the need for structural reforms. Programs like China’s Great
Yangtze River Protection illustrate how governments can utilize socio-technical imaginaries to manage the
intersection of conservation and development (Sheng et al., 2022). Machine learning applications in oil-rich
states reveal that natural resource governance must incorporate transparency, data-driven policies, and
accountability measures to avoid resource-curse outcomes (Tatar et al., 2024). Moreover, global analyses
warn that without urgent reforms, many nations are unlikely to meet the 2030 United Nations Sustainable
Development Goals (SDGs) (Leal Filho et al., 2023). Comprehensive bibliometric reviews confirm that while
research output on SDGs is expanding, the implementation gap remains considerable (Yumnam et al., 2024).
Historical and comparative perspectives also reveal the recurrent nature of governmental restructuring. From
the rural government shifts in Europe (Douglas, 2005; Pemberton & Goodwin, 2010) to the organizational
reforms in Indian Railways (Dutta, 2022), structural transformations have been driven by socio-political
pressures and the pursuit of efficiency. The American case of restructuring government intelligence programs
highlights the necessity of continuous adaptation in response to shifting security and policy landscapes
(Desouza, 2005). Meanwhile, case studies of local governments in England during the 1990s underscore the
tensions between institutional restructuring and public opinion (Johnston & Pattie, 1996). Such lessons
illustrate that restructuring is never merely administrative; it reshapes the relationship between state and
society.

Given these considerations, this study develops and tests a model of macro-level state restructuring in Iran by
synthesizing global lessons from good governance paradigms, technological innovation, environmental
imperatives, and institutional trust. The model integrates domestic constraints with external pressures, aiming
to provide policymakers with a framework capable of aligning national governance structures with
international standards (Mansoor, 2021; Rodrik, 2024).

Methods and Materials

This study employed a qualitative case-based methodology supported by meta-synthesis to identify and
categorize the macro variables shaping state restructuring. A total of 420 scholarly works from international
and domestic sources were initially reviewed, and after screening, 48 highly relevant studies were selected for
systematic analysis. Data were coded through thematic content analysis to extract recurring variables across
the domains of internal environment, international environment, and structural design.

The validity of extracted concepts was evaluated using focus group discussions with subject-matter experts
and the CASP (Critical Appraisal Skills Program) tool. Reliability was tested through inter-coder agreement
assessed by Cohen’s Kappa statistic, which exceeded 0.7, confirming strong consistency.

Finally, causal relationships among identified variables were assessed through expert surveys and Pearson
correlation tests, leading to the formulation of a conceptual model of macro-level state restructuring.
Findings

The analysis identified 12 core variables that cluster into three dimensions: internal environment, international
environment, and structural design. Internal factors included performance evaluation based on SWOT analysis
and national vision documents, while international variables consisted of global political, economic, and
environmental dynamics, the UN development agenda, and the good governance charter. Structural design was
represented by four primary components: core missions, overarching laws and regulations, organizational
structures, and decision-making centers.

The causal analysis confirmed that nearly all hypothesized relationships among variables were statistically
significant, with only one link lacking sufficient support. Specifically, strong correlations were observed
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between international drivers such as the UN 2030 Agenda and domestic structural reforms, indicating that
external pressures heavily influence internal governance reconfigurations.

The model’s reliability was further validated through expert evaluations, which affirmed the theoretical
robustness and practical feasibility of the proposed framework. Thus, the final model represents a
comprehensive system of state restructuring designed to improve efficiency, accountability, and alignment
with global governance standards.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings suggest that restructuring Iran’s macro-state architecture requires a multidimensional approach
that integrates internal reforms with global governance paradigms. The confirmation of internal-external
linkages supports the argument that domestic institutional design cannot be understood in isolation; it must be
contextualized within international frameworks such as the SDGs and good governance indicators (Leal Filho
et al., 2023; Sorooshian, 2024). This echoes prior studies showing that political stability and strong
governance institutions are prerequisites for sustainable growth (Chletsos & Sintos, 2024; Kuo & Lee, 2024).
Moreover, the centrality of technology in bridging governance gaps is consistent with scholarship emphasizing
the role of digitalization in enhancing resource efficiency and accountability (Berkowitz & Souchaud, 2024;
Xu et al., 2024; Zhou & Feng, 2024). For Iran, embedding digital governance tools within state structures
could reduce corruption, streamline administrative functions, and strengthen citizen trust—findings consistent
with international evidence linking digitalization and public confidence (Mansoor, 2021; Zou et al., 2023).
The environmental dimension further underscores the urgency of reform. Studies confirm that without
structural adaptation, governments are ill-prepared to manage ecological crises, as evidenced by cases of
conservation-development trade-offs (Sheng et al., 2022) and oil resource mismanagement (Tatar et al.,
2024). By integrating environmental imperatives into state restructuring, Iran could align its policies with
global sustainability agendas while mitigating local vulnerabilities.

Finally, comparative insights from international reforms highlight that restructuring is inherently socio-
political, requiring negotiation of public trust, legitimacy, and institutional adaptation (Douglas, 2005; Dutta,
2022; Johnston & Pattie, 1996). Thus, the proposed model not only provides a technical framework but also
addresses broader socio-political realities.

In conclusion, this study offers a validated and context-sensitive model for restructuring the macro-state
structure in Iran. The framework emphasizes alignment with good governance and sustainable development
principles while addressing domestic inefficiencies. If implemented effectively, it could enhance governmental
efficiency, increase public trust, and position Iran more favorably in the international system.
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