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Abstract

The study aims to examine the role of the rule of law in enhancing the quality of rural tourism management in Qalat village.
This quantitative survey study was conducted among residents and tourism stakeholders of Qalat village (population 7,286)
in 2024. Using Cochran’s formula, 367 participants were selected via stratified random sampling. Data were collected
through a researcher-made questionnaire with confirmed reliability (Cronbach’s alpha = 0.87). Statistical analyses included
Spearman’s correlation, non-parametric regression, Mann—Whitney, and Kruskal-Wallis tests. Results revealed a positive
and significant correlation between the rule of law and the quality of tourism management (r = 0.58, p < 0.001). Justice and
equal rights (f = 0.58, p < 0.001), transparency (¥* = 25, p <0.001), and accountability (B = 0.60, p < 0.001) had significant
positive effects on tourism service quality. Weak monitoring and insufficient information dissemination were identified as
major legal implementation barriers reducing management quality. The findings confirm that strengthening the rule of law—
particularly through justice, transparency, and accountability—significantly improves tourism management quality and
fosters sustainable development in Qalat village. Reinforcing legal structures, increasing transparency, and empowering
local community participation are vital for sustainable economic, cultural, and environmental progress.

Keywords: Rule of law, good governance, justice, transparency, accountability, social participation, sustainable tourism
development, rural tourism.

Submit Date: 08 June 2025
Revise Date: 13 October 2025
Accept Date: 20 October 2025
Initial Publish: 22 October 2025
Final Publish: 22 June 2026


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

doNdo

olad 53 sl s jlotine; 4l ] s 5 (ot ol ol L & g S ol o5 ) 5 (S s 058 oS
G3lS slaasli | (S lgieds pogie cpl o3l sloans jo (Rhodes, 1096) 04i co Cgmime 5 doumoatons s 5 (Ko (goladl
A IS Cslow lasles 5 (), Ramg% 03 5S4z 5 3 )90 (liws) (6, X0,5 dngi b Lad o lvojs> 50 ohagas o b ok slaplls ;o
158 e sblie 5l Sy Kimyd g b o ommeb S 5 a5 oyl S b, clee o2l o (World Bank, 1992) el azs 8
256 o e T oo et 4 (6,K50,5 Copae CuiS g el cunSl le Jolie )...,L, 3 gy Glges il Koo 8 i o
General ) cul golgs o555y SgreS g b s 1o paonai ;5 Cudlid 395 ¢yuilsd 51,21 o Gand 3 5L boee cadlate ol o 6, K55 ,5
CotS g5l 50 el CueSl> i cele )y o900l 5l (Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025b
el 438l Gl gd (900 DM (5, 8K83)5 Ca ke

sl it (e 4 ool dnag 355 sy ol g a1 (S o5 Sl gt S s el
o (6,558 5 035> 5 (Graham, Amos, et al., 2003; Graham, Amuka, et al., 2003) s s 0.5T goles Wl 5 o5 Lt
Sl ol (Kim b 5 ek mlin 51 1000 50 Cdlos el 5 Slavaad 1 yige 5 (puilsd s, b o slyr] sline s adlhe
b Caldy 5 50T e 5 65Vl CobeS Sl i B 5 SaD o (sloplls b a9 S ano e ol ik
ol ige cages slazel ialidl 5 olud zals o L & o5l cuwSl> Koo ol & (Rothstein, 2003) ai)ls 55 5 Jowe golg>
Do sr 65835 Ao se ;8 pogat 5 sages @l Gl (pliwlyer 9o aSL

Hajideh Abadi) a5 oo gmsme sl arwgs lse n dmten 5l by (6550,5 b b po Gllsd e 121 o cind i ol 5o
ST B A i gl cnlbg 3105 5 Ol jhe ol ol Colend D90 (e U sla LSl s (& Samimi, 2024
o8 s lasbinl oliwgy ygel JS o lol oms,y slo i, I35 (Pak Fatrat, 2022) coul sos &M asile iblie 1o Su,b g ol aolio
g0 a5 Conl glixl aolKins Hloe (Soleal g cailin Co powsgw Gl slaslugesle 51 50 saxs gla > 51 S 5
General Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, ) ss 5 codlad 545 5 Sg5B o Sb,3 €« (6,850,5» ous
3o ST Gty 5l G |y (el slaoles sl 5 (e lacislos )3 S5k D)9y ey (nl (20252
JRCKIVPESIEI SIS RN ST KN P SISt JERVICHE S EJOI B NS I
el (6 X835 Co e 53 (0350 S Ll g (soges Sletel sludiie) (il (el B pdy 5 Caeg e Gl Gloieds (Solune Boi>
S )lie 5 iyl gias pges g Conl (ol DUl 6 Riy 5 Sunde QD eaiS el ool 555l 5 uSlad pgo
Babaei Finni, 2015; Graham, ) 0s& oo Ggmmme (6,553 ,5 drwgs 5 lol Jole 5 (Joeo dnsl> b cosSl> saimodipy o cloix|
(Amuka, et al., 2003

Sl ol 50 L 1 ol (annsd 3 9 (Smobes JB ole 50 (hilgd (sl 2 o5 sl el oy (9l oS o5 5k 4y
Sb5L Slex Sl arwgs slaa i o laow oBass opl (Rhodes, 1096) aiS e 1) solaidl soal,l5 5 cloixl Ol Wil o
slaglejle dewly fen o (World Bank, 1992) ws 5 7 e wgllas SlpeS> obj,l 50 soudS sla,loe 51 (S laie 4 g B
055 51 o S 05T iy, Bblie 15 0350 (5,580,5 drgi (slacanlin b (55 CuaSlo (slaailie $al5 Comal p lalli
Kyriacou & Trivin, 2024) 5,5 K& oylete g lul glamwgs 5 958 6,5 el> b 5 (Ko )8 slo

Sl | Cli 5 5 K8, S, e oS g 3 a0 el sloans b 4,5 5 ol sl (Byi il e s o
S gty el ol 4 ol sid sy olazml & Lie SgeaS 5 5 s s il JolST sl Lol cosls plonil Koy g onrels



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

slaliwg, o o5 g9a (Ministry of Cultural Heritage Tourism and Handicrafts, 2024a, 2024b) aiw 5 o 4 4> LS
el 6l o 4 ooy ol slaay 6, K53,5 0gill (slacud b a5 ol o crge 2>l g el slads (M wile S b
(AMIT, 2019) wigd Jsows ddbie clasl lsle 4

b jbds (b g laanTB o cudlis g cllae Cogh G,k 5l (el cunSl> ol cule, a5 wmo o olis (A3l Slalas
G598 e 5 (Hemmati Khah et al., 2025) sgi 00 o), K50,5 cols, il 5 6,500,5 Glead CuiS dgupy wge
slowe Olaiisd lee @ilie slai 5 elotzl le pus 2l (ol @lie 50 aiile plagl o 590 4 e (S8 SLaljll (28 Sons 0k
4598 srolSaus ezmen (gl CunSl> 4y (g slad oy, s hdas lass 5l (Babael Finni, 2015) cul oo ol lpae g
Iy s mae ool o Slos Wlgs oo glaswgs laplla 1o sl CoaSTlo @) €(gsle? 0,09, G )lS 45 a0 oo ylis ] 5 cio
(Fozieh Hemmati et al., 2025) oS s u5gl> slaido Slosoad 8 IS5 51 g oiido Sgago

aloyos Cagil 5 (ooges slatel (3l L0 ulS (bele (plivg) 6,550 Copoe o (5l CoaSl slaadlie jpa> o cloizl an
cdlos il s e Slapaad anly lipeb] (lais,es a5 wile oo sl ey olozzl slozel a8 ol wites bl canl slozz]
ot Sls3 )10 y9% 1 YU ssSly 5 ooles codlid 5 aS slsz wmszl> ol 4o (RoOthstein, 2003) sgi oo 3Ll (56
Ll a5 (o anle _Kin iz sblie ;5 ofisr alies ol i ls Kip b Sl biis 5 o, 850,5 culs, Ll wolo,bs > ¢l
s Otz gd (enl )ls egite eloiz]

Sl SOb sl odls gy goladl SlaSs slagSI LB jo (6, K50,5 b anngi 9 5l CoeS loe Wgw (soladl mhaw (o
6380580 38l g olud als (6 Ji8 ke jus i s (Bl g sl yuiled Dezg aS 0 )l0 oST ws Ol anng g SleSo» o135 o
las o g ol lasl aie ) ¢ uilgd (sl > pac 5 50 &yl 090 a5 Jl> o (World Bank, 1092) sgi ooy (6,500,5 idw 4o
Baos Slegile 5l o>l slacwlw 1o 6,55l 9 (6, 5X00,5 039> y0 )l sboolys Cogdl (JJo aed 4 0 o o2l 3 1, solaidl
(Hajideh Abadi & Samimi, 2024) ceul (25w ol 4o sl drwgs

aS a2 oo olid Sldllae cul Fu )b g grnd molie Lads pols (6 X0 ,8 b g e (ilsd 380 sl (o asracans j oFys
General ) ol supslonl ailaie T mlis 5 )b Sl 50 45 DB 10 jlome el 6bdjlugcilo g s jhasme ouilsd glym jo inds
093 VF ¥ Jlo (5,155 50 6, 500,5 9 (Kiw s &l o)l (Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025b
390 3 (o955l D )laS e 55 saz Sl sla,Tgile Wb B (San b g dasme Jolas uils Sk (sl a5 w5 oo ST
(Ministry of Cultural Heritage Tourism and Handicrafts, 2024a) s34 >l Joe slaolys

bl a5 cunl (o (los b «(oagas (i 50 O CoeS S50 szl aS w5k cal 2 (V20 Y) Gl Sen 5 plal S soles oy 5o
Wlgs oo Slojy B 50 Lo 4 (Graham, Amos, et al., 2003) azsl 5,95 5 0655wl pllas § codlads (el 5| (6 1.8 o’
7518 Sl wsz)lr 5 Fhe (GOl el al 2l sl glls (o GlieSe pllas oS S Ll (6,550 ,5 dnwg o 1) 093 5SS
ol o mdlie sl g Laoliws (oo (Kinlanli b (6,550,5 u e ainld a5 ol 00l o 2l ) Ss5les iz SpeaS (M 45 ol
(General Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025a) s4%

2 O)iSen 5 ely an g ool 4385 5 il 3,90 (oilise ol 31 ol 18 5 el Alis Sl SV 5o 4 (IS |
@D IRl 5 (31 sl lo 3ol sl 29K ol 5 )0 08T (g muols (lallies 2o 425 53 o3 CuraSTo (s50le 9,50,
ol olad ol o)bys sobloszl> slaadl L oS 5 j0 wBuss opl (Hemmati Khah et al., 2025) oS oo (8,20 50l



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

Hajideh ) el o5 o2 glociles 5 olad olo i Cusi aieils 50 ol 1 6,550,F Cupie CuisS 6l,| 4 aas e
(Abadi & Samimi, 2024

(Foi sl Glojea szl Cueal (gl CoeSlo 5l anng Oloe o 059> )3 ohag il laar 2 s Sgw
LS €ogll el and Ll 50 Sl (5 )aSSlY ana o o)lKen 5 o> gl cJlie sl S o 0SB ) (Kb g solad]
able b anwgy Slaal 3o 5 suie Ol 31 Wilgh oo cudlad Juli8l g soles ool wans Sl Lalo b sl o s> a5 o oo
3555 5 iled glyml 3 G Ly ey Sy 55 ol b, 6,555,5 035 o lsiss |y beazily ) (Habib et al., 2024) vk
ol 2l 3 e Sl et 3 ol (5Tl

22,5 Jolows oS o a3 lgice 1) (oling) (6,500,5 Co pie CuhsS Sgage 50 (gl CoeSle S 4t azsl 4 g b
slaiel) elaiz oo 5 (s S 53 (g5l 5 Callad (ALIS) (2 e b (5,5 sloslys 5 ol L) s0lgd o
Pl ool g i oo JoSi5 1) (6, X03,5 Jlauk dnwsi ol SGuSe b Jelbs o el aw s (eleizrl ple s 9 5 )Law (sagee
A el CoeSle @ j0 il Cawd s ) 5 oladl g Il 4 Wlgi e (6,50 )T Co pae ool codlad ol g Sl
(Cruz, 2011; Schultz, 2010) el Hliwg, 6,585,5 w5 o ol sl o a5l aSh « Bsi> pagie G 1y

b sl b a5 Sl el Gl s sl CoaSle IS sla il 51 a5l eyl OB sl a5 45 S g s (Ll 4o
ol i35 15 soled el o 9 Oyl hnd Sl (6,580 5 Cu e CukS g oolidl Jhas 4y (dlsd e sl Olé 3 (Simd g
5 055 STl Jpol il 1 (ling, (6,550,5 anogi b Sl (5L Sy e 5 Sllie gl e el siails laille ol &,
General Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025a; Ministry of Cultural ) sl giss g3 Sl oS>
CatS Sgut 5l (605 (I calaly ! ade s Lo yls (25 Liegy opl (Heritage Tourism and Handicrafts, 2024a
or ekl Bas s (Sl 4 il (528 by, bl ple ln 58 Wl a5 wes ST OB 0 (6, K88 Sy e
g2 )8 DM (Sliws; )3 (biwg) 6,559,5 Cu e CodeS 1 o 9l CoeS > 2

wlbwigvg

$5K50,5 e S 50t 3 58 CopaSlo G gyt Do b oS el (il ik 55 3l (o 5,525, b hes ol
o Dbl iz Slud B yge3 g Losls (g)lel Lo g homins jolate 4 (oS 35S0y, 358 o0 plal oyl8 M (Sliwg, 5o b,
a oLzl a5 el e meseinie oobol o Beiod ol 6,53 mabhl Sile e pal | (o )le] dnels s laazil peond el a5 ol
Soleez baoszlz onl o )l layite (o bls) e sl solel slahs; 5l oliiul 5 (oS (S ojlail daony sy e axlllae
(V- ¥0) Glicalo 8,3l 5 gt oy oliws, drwgs p (6,550,550 ob3,» o ikl laaslices p g b 5l ciolow slaosls
ceslozml cgalazdl alax 5l o, K50 ,5 ol 51 calisee slal 5 039y glaty 3ty S o b Jlges ¥o ol doliins yy sl - Consl o0licius] L3
5 elarml o8 L o psSily wudlis e ail) el CoaSl slayl e bLI| asliin sy ol w0 oo Lis |y e s
2 6580,5 laiied 5 pliSle Jolis )l anslr 05 o0 518 (b)) 9550 by (65550,5 Cu e oS b (i Sudstes
GreSaiges g, & 5 YAV slawd )L,S'sS Jge,s 5l oolictasl b a8 ol GERYYAS) VEY Lo ,5 a5 el oyls bl oD gliss,
Jedo sl 5 0090 (- AY FLis,S slall) sus owls bl b aslogime ganlidun p bools (5 glaex 5l il ol gladl olas

Do oo 43,8 000 blatwl 5 pog Sl 3l laosls



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

baisl

S| o..\,:..))f wJ; GEL..H.MJ‘ Bl ‘59....03.1 C.»Lu ‘..\.u‘ u,....’?u U"‘ B

(1133130 SlS 5 38130 3 s aile Solee Opl CesS e
FEE (piblys SO ¥ YAY G585 oyilsd codlass
0.0 Yo ¥ v Oiled g LSy
#¥.. ¥ ¥ Y.va By g aVole Jgil slaayg,
#Y.¥ A ¥ Y.A# olaidl glacas,d a4y a¥ole v yiws
55 0 ¥ yav Oilsd 4y Ygies sl

clas weadlad wibe (sl CownSl> (slady s (o «padlge als» 5 €pidlge? Il slales o (YA L YE 10) Yo o nSilo 4 a>55 L
238 S8, Zg e kS (o5l LS (58 8l 4 S aiaguly Sy 5145 L5 a5 e e Vsteo S0l 5 (B 0
L «ai,las g,k aS L oSl 5l oo Ll waiS o anb 1) cute ol L ) e BB Cad 092 g biwl lawgie SauSTy iyl

RPN GQL?TL; Ll SIS &l plad s b

G 2500,5 Sl oS> 35 (Gobum Fsio g Clue puitin Amogi Hbol Y Jgu

Sls 5 @l oy Les il Ok Sobus Bod> 9 lae it
OREM

£Y.A ) f Yy olaidl gl a¥ole a595

$0.A ¥ ¥ YA- is oo b 4yl sy

N ¥ ¥ Y08 G505 slaihigel 4 aVole a2

£.4 5 ¥ YAD b mlis 4y sy 5 aeSlo g Cule

£0.9 o ¥ YaAa- OLS Lo oy anrs 3529 pus

s b il ass o clae Cule, 4 dnal> 45 ans oo Lis Cue I slale 5 (VA B Y05 () cllae sloaysS slay Sl
WJ ol bl e colsy ailid a5 ails oYU Sliliel (aas poe 5 CuSIle Gsi> Cole, ogas 4.0l job o bjsel 5 Jrd
5o 28lee bsisel & ply (gyiws 5 (Sloyedlbl 50 @ L 51 (S a8 cool jiay (Sl 0jem 50 €l 6, ly cod

S o sl 1) (6,580 5 Slesd CuiS Sorp p cdlac g BB 5T s 3 baosls g gee

e bewgy (6 ,500,5 Co puw CodnS LWyl g (098wl (pols (5, K00 ,5 S poe SauT 8 4o Cadlidh pice Fwog ¥ Jous

iS5 Gilse a0 L e eSles el i
(/)30

630 1 ¥ Y.V¥ Wossp 5 baaal p oledlol & oLl o tws

ov.0 ¥ ¥ ¥.f4 6, 5kee 5 Jbo sl 3,55 coges jLa]

Al Y Y Y.Yo oy az0g Larass S8z 5l 2T

FY.A ¥ ¥ YAV oo ) Sl (39 wed BB 5 oo

OA.- ¥ \ .00 Sledbl il s g coslys s sl (aseie a9

Sl h,55 aule (69,a0 ;0 wiz 2 0 o dg2 g Axel> jo Cudlad | v aS e g0 HLIS YAV L YYD glo Sl b codlids slaay o5

> S Cedlad JolS sgeS saimalis o pl (oYL [ eyl o,k Sl lai slass g ol feS Cols,) oy anass 5 Jb



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

Copde CodsS Gl gl wadlad 1 Blas ogzg wf ) e ol ply sl Gloyedbl sy slae e (b 4 L g iy
Ded azgl i Coblad slhavis 4wl o KasF
G250 )5 gy o S ¢ Sl eMMb] g 0 yla rd Alo I Sl oyl Blge paitie Sogi F Jeu
SIS 5 dlge oo L sl 5Sile (52955ly e
(1) 38150
FEY
bas
INAT
7
sY¥

Y.AA A $55unly 99> Slogenas JUE ;o Ygiuw
\RAl Sy o0 GBS & (Y gne 3 Shoe (sla 0135
v.ro D9 o0 (S GO Hsb 4 DLIKE 5 lslal
Y.EA Al e oyl Yets ()l slaoly

Y.AY Qs oo gl HBalel lacwlys 1o g OYlgw 4 (Yt

|| t| 5| &
| 6| 6| 6| 6

ol 5 (Y gms 29Fomly JalS &y e b (b)) S0l o Sl TAA B Y PO 3500 lacnSoloo s5uly slaass 5o
o, 3ol g s s aile ol g ,Sibled LoolS s Lamsgio SwiST s 5 €p s (g ki cslagealy 51 oz ss b5 a0 525
St 9 &g @) &5 s oo s ools Azl )0 3jlugs dwz 1) Wmoje> Gl sl pgi) iy e CuhsS ARl (e &S o
sl sl oliws, 6, X80,5 Copoe oS W)y cege i Wilg oo Sl oML

G835 Sy pde CedsS 5 9l oSl G alaily 1) 408

P00 55 g o SS9 (5938 CanaS o (o alaily (ki D Jgu

wl)ldl.._r.asw.ad.]a;‘) <ooo) «.OA wwlw
Co e oiS ol CuaSle e i3l <o B=-.0v Soyell e O S

S e kS (g8 CoaSTo Ll L el loline 5 oo alasly G eataogLaS P < e o) lade g DA (el (Sisn
2 O Sl Jlolins g e 3B P < e 5 Bt Y LSl Gy s 1B 25 BB b 4 6,880
Syt CoisS S50t 5 e 5 e Jole U s a4 (9l eSS wms oo LS Laosls (IS sl & S e wnli ]y o e S
WS o Joe (5,500 5

(55805 Dlass LS 1 (gle o> 5 Dlae 3B Y a0 b

S50 5 Wlosd CosS p sglus Foi> 9 cllae pil cns £ Jgoar

Sl loline 9 e alaly <eee) <. O] (Son
o)l sy BB LSt cdlae <o B=-.0A S eyl el g S,

Sl (5, %83,5 Olaas CukeS 1) gslas Goi> g e axgs BB 5 Soe 3B I P < it ) 5 Bt OA b S0yl (e
Ll (6,880 5 o pie caaS lay )| pels coaslad Y 4S8



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

ol (P8 55 oy 0 CaninS (Gl (ol Bl (paaxi Y Jgur

Gl loline 5 Cuiie alal, <ooe) - 0f UAM‘M
b 9 Vb codlads slaey 5 Hlauk anwgi loline glis <o) U=AY- - g 9]
Cedlads calie Cs.]a...a uL.,o SHlolies &glas <eoe) X¥Y=Y0 M‘B*JKAJS; de)']

oo 0303) e ge i 1) (6, K80,5 S pde CodS 5 Codlad (m Hloline g Cote alal, S P <o) 5 BF eyl (S
— 89,5 geyl S oo LS ol 9 YU Cublad mhaw b sloeg,S s Sl axwgs (o ) (g loline cglas (P < ooV =AY ) g
59 0,18 3925 Cudlad Al Falaw (rm (6,08 )T S e CudlS )0 (6 ol Dglas 4 wes oo LaS S5 (P < e o) XY=Y0) edls
Lol Il drngi 5 (6 K00,5 Cu pde SS9t 50 ke Jole S0 9y 4 Codlad cames
a3 g0 S 1) (65005 Lo pie CodS (9l (ol @lge iF 4o

B0 (WIS [y (6,508 5 Lo pie SIS (Sl (22| Blge (e A Jgux

Cowl Hloline g e alayl, <eoe) < PY O] (Son
2 558 il Sy <o B--5- Sl S
o ls igls Jao 5l g lobiae yobo 4y B=rfe oy o <o) VO.XF Wald) g oyg05

Ylatol) ol (6,550 ,5 ko CarkeS 5 igilh 2| ilge ey yloline 5 erio alad) I Slo P < o) g o BY Cpo sl Siaran
L ablie gt 2l8) (555ealy ams oo LaT P < e o) g B P b Sl b g S e G oS glse SRS
CoieS Wlgi oo 555l Gl g 22 SslB @lge 2l a8 aS e ST S pl 0l Sk Eote 5 558 3l (2 e

a2 ) ey BB SS ]) (6)K00 )5 o e
OO Sl gmmasS 5 50 45) (0555l 4 bogrye By a5 amd o LiS ¢ o ) 5l ZeST P jlade 5 VOXF o)Ll b (g (905
oy CodeS d9un 50 (5 l0kine 5 phe GBS (555wl 45T WS o0 ol E3050 (ol el Dglite jao 5l (g loline jobo a4y (Cunl 00l

sl 00 ol (5lel By as ¢ 5%l i8I L ol S5 milge alS 50l (5 Kbs
S5 4 g

D plamil )18 DB (Gliwg) )0 (pliwg) (6,559,5 Capae CokeS Sente )0 (P8 SIS A () S L aT ol aghy s
(=0.58, p<0.001) aools s o] alows 3,15 3525 loline g orke glabas], (6,550 ,5 iy poko CenisS 5 (35305 CenaSlo ey 45 ol )L
s ooty 6 iy gions 5 9Ky wodlis lae wnle laailge 2] bl ol CaeSle Cagi &S cudl o] Sla
Sols g 5 o ailge a5 ols LS paizman Woail pb e e gl 5 (6,550, e 5 Sladd CarisS 5l g
Ol 0eboe Come 22 @lse (n Freten 5| (Sle, bl g Ojlla s and a5 > p3 )ls (6 K885 S e S p L) Sl in i
039> 10 o> SleS> iow jo el CueSl (ol i 0aSan b 5 0,10 Slgen pin 0,20 waled 5 g ki Sl b mls

(Graham, Amuka, et al., 2003; World Bank, 1992) cwl s K&0,5
Oliisd (ol e L3, a5 sl ooled (297 ,la Wieds (liws; (6,500 5 Sy e 53 (3 oeS A5 LS Blg o0 Al Cal e 5o



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

,» (Hemmati Khah et al., 2025; Rothstein, 2003) sjlu oo o2l,8 1, (LSls Jlad &5 Lie die) g Cogiis |, cloix! slosel
($555,5 55 o elatrl Clloe (a5 cilio 55 o508 Ly, oelass 13 Sl oy g 1S53l S, 5 (58 S ey
odgelml (g e 5 Shoe S9ge 5 (RS0 ,S Culd) Gl (DB ys Jeol (nl She sl aS oo plis s ol gl s o
alae wlasl g 5B a¥ole glyzl Joame cloaz! slozeh o)ls A.»Sla &S ol pliidl) gloadl L JolS Bollas jo yol (ol .ol
(Rothstein, 2003) «cwl axsl> o glasg,

B0.58.) ool (5 ,5505 ot Sk 330t 5 S5l B3 5 e Jolins i3T5 SR, 0l gty gl selairl e i
ol 5 (6,550,5 allss 5, luly sl p3¥ by o it slaces b 5 (goladl gdlio aVole ayje8 a5 WS o 0l azily ol (p<0.001
ool g (eloizl o8 lie 0350 Cugll cage (9l Sl U151 (S plaea Slae s e 4ol O3 wile ()l
Coblads 5 o8Bl wdlas a5 conl liwljoo o) Sa 5 alal 5 imgs b ol ol (Babaei Finni, 2015) 044 oo e sl culo )b
5 Sop Sl e ylig )5 s (uizen (Graham, Amos, et al., 2003) wiles S 3,20 g SleS> Lol (ygiw aw 1)
Sial3dl g Wlgi e (6,550,8 ablie 4o s claces b 5 mlie sarass o cllae cyle, a5 WS e 0l OFY) o, K50,5
(Ministry of Cultural Heritage Tourism and Handicrafts, 2024a) ss,5 o ansl> culs, g 5,90 0

glalaly (6550,5 Cupde oS 5 (Supde sanlE )0 Codlad mhaw e a5 0ls (i @l (blad 4 by po gladidly yeds )
51 2B g Jb a5 jLal woledbl as ol3T o jrws o ol o1 Silo yol 0l .(3=25, p<0.001) 5,ls 5525 jlolas 5 i
Sl Sl 5 (1399 505, s b ol (sloasily sl o], 550,5 Cold, 5 sogas olatel | S Jlse 51 o s 0325
Rhodes, ) wls oST oles 5 solaidl anwg b jolic e coudlad 5 6 iy i Caeal 5 a5 5)ls Slysen (124Y)
25163,5 700 S €pSG gl (3,8 40 G peS> Jgol 095 5155 10 15 edl g plal 5 ol 9580 (19965 World Bank, 1992
(Graham, Amuka, et al., 2003) coul oges 1S slo,lisle jo cloaxl J7uS 5 o555l slp o3V byt wwoblas oS
(Sl s383] 5 (6,505 S ke ke Bl 19 008 atd S 50lgd Dl 5 (5l oF ol S g’y (slaeidly imas
S Sl 35 S s S50t 1 5 AL (ol S35 g 5 (Ve 3l el 3 o wisls 5 (B=0.60, p<0.001) (s
25T 45 sl Lo SelS ez SOl g3 (eS8 50 00 e slaoliins b gl ol 0gdion e (slol slud ials
5. (World Bank, 1992) wl oo pow pllss o 50 (6,lo) cadl 5 g0l (sl l5 (pols (sl ygiw s pdycadgiun g (0555wl ol
s 3 B0 518 CeraSlo wdlih 5 ol srsKly (90 o5 050 ST 455 (ol 2 55 oS 5 ol e (slaatily 5o (s
(Hemmati Khah et al., 2025) sas oo caws jl clae aads jo 1, 045 aBly o 515 5 wile oo (b (5,50

OB CaeSl 3iow 50 al 2l Bl (n pee plgrear (Sl bl g Sl o cnd olulid ol Aagh laaidl )0 azgs B 4SS
CorhS onims (2alS Lelse aloz 5l goles cnllsy J5103 5 5,Us5 aomecie pllai 95 o Seb] Codlid sgeaS o lulos lul y e
Saplar 59 a5 o)ls Cdllas )l (g lasbinl Hliws, Hgel IS o lol ()55 L aliucs (] aigd co Cgmzre OB J5 (6,850 ,5 o ke
General ) coul 00,5 a0 Ly, cab 5 (Su,b il Glp o saad Gleea |) Glro e slajlugcsle 5 bollws
S oilgd 092y B ro S el ] sasasylis ailge opi (Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025b
e 318 a3 Y by sl oo Slajl Kinjd 5 35 Syl e (sl aSh s

ol et €5 5 488 Jlato 5] 58 CoraST Lol 5 38 i 0,y colToasrlo gy slaaiil b aiman alllas oyl gl
o5l slaile Jlosl 51 b asl anils sgmy Simlon ozl 6l ) Ss5le 5 Fsim Jsol i il csils a5 (gl a5 consl e
! lacilas 096 15 0,08 Blaas jo (5,500,5 059> 40 aliwws ol (Hajideh Abadi & Samimi, 2024) s (5.5 sl>



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

9 ‘5..0.& 44)33 6me\.»3la U’““M wu‘ AW el—a—b w)m 9 &5""‘”(5' )5)) [EPSew) 4L57u)l.u 9 Gv.u.b U‘J...a )l u.‘oLn_’> L Joy,;o u.,.;lp st.:
39 0594 (598 (seale (sl >l a5 was o lid €6 Sl Mol les gy 0 il CueSe 4 (genle 9,50 2 o)l ) Sen
Fozieh ) acsl azals 1) o3¥ osfonl § Ml LU 5 55 prea sloolgs a5 cosl 550 o s o s 5 (K205 olas sloojs>
(Hemmati et al., 2025

5 o 9T a1 (8,550,518 65Tk D55 1 48 el (V410) b o ol b Ll o gty ol s 55 el o
Babael FInni, ) cul ,5a8 ;0 5,550,5 Jlal drws Lol gile wnl IS 5, slacss > 545 5 (5588 CoaSl> 10 cans o9l 45l o
Dgd oo 0033 (50l g (Boi ol ST slagsl len 55 DB jo aS ams o i g oS o gl |y oFays )l ol slaaiil (2015
Ministry of Cultural Heritage Tourism and ) asls ce )6 oliwl ,o b 6,580 5 anwg Lol alse 5l 1, SIS
(Handicrafts, 2024b

Js 15,08 Sy 55l dnwssi 5 558 CoaSlo (oo alal, ogas 5o Mol sloazil b Lings ol gl ek lacs |
Candy opl alie (Kyriacou & Trivin, 2024) aelxl s oles s0el, 506 5 pudsrgy (5yad 4 58 CowSl> jo ans 4365 10
e oS Gndi e olaizl 08 Lie sgeaS 5 ol,F sl 0 Gind 45 ol el somlie BB 55 ol by, @bl o
sloasl ol sl (Habib et al., 2024) s J3& cute 1 6,K50,5 3 (6,l0S5b aisle jamednnss slo i o Slos p ailgs oo Coblass
3,00 aST s e mhaw yo codlis ial33l 5 soled Mol po3) (ol CoeSTe i ids anll el idg ol

@)l s (V3AY o Sl L) ws SeS 6,k szl bl a8 i ol sloasily 45 i g e o S sonaer S5 4
Graham, Amuka, et al., 2003; ) cwl sass 7lae Modliys 5 A3 Slosl jo a5 col goosio 025 lolBaus wie aSb
wlae el 3yl 5l a5 AiS o s 5 Jetnd o9 pm wlieds pling, (6, K50 5 Co e 40 5l CuwSl> (World Bank, 1992
WIS (oo § S ol (o g (el laGllusl j9 5l g wasge BN (o e QLIS (9SSl Gl udlid il
L Yo 45338 CeaS > Jgeol (g 5lwansolys (yaas csline 3lolie s B Jo (6 X0 ,5 Jlauly dnwgi a5 €85 az il lg8 oo e S
St 6‘)—.’ qu,,lfw 4w ‘u_cLA.»_>| oleel wlr‘al 9 ‘u_;'\).?l slcaslow ) Lg)i,)l.: ‘6,5;[5 ‘_;LQ)L'Z_'}L» Cogll as A.:SGA A.»SL C"L"’ u.»‘
Al gliwgy (6,5K80 5 Cu e CuiS

M gliwg, oldlam oogume ;0 Ll idgh cawdt ol 009y dxlge Cudguze dix b 2Ll g, Sl 0925 b gty o)
S g el loesls (5,518,5 Jlepgo 0 B pg0 LLisT b agly ol al (6,555 3blia b 4 ] S rass (Lol 5 00 plosd
s il 48 5 15 Famsgaly claiml b STl lags S ilicon ol (Ko gl Lol wosls oYU oL 4z 5]
Ly, pewds j0 Wilgs oo yol () g wiloats Lld Jaw 10 g uSo3lail (g lads Jdo 4y e awlow 395 b (s lol olud aile golys sl yuicio
S b o500 ,5 a4, al S otz 4 (gl oeigren a3l S SE o pae CehS il CoaSle s
IRCEL IV U PN SR ST VIIIYt L RUON f ES FPVIS IS i POV SR CH P gL SOV [ E= RV R E1. WIS ST

@olal 5 (Sip b sla S b 6,50 6,500 ,5 Gblis 5 9,5 elail (s famy oo ) aslllas ooyl Slighod )3 093 o0 Sleiiny

9 LB.».Q.C 6LQA~».>L4A sosle g_',-"-*S«SL“’u"j) )I salawl ‘wm 09.@ p.@b.‘i Ga.....la; A.HJLDA ulSA‘ i ..\.s)j )‘)3 3y \))9.41)...: usLa.Ho



AL drwgi § Sty (b 3g0T

x| o upgy a5 Cul QT 500 slpiag ke opdg, 1) ol e Jeles g 58 sl 5l slal Wilgs co sbwl (lgize Judow
on Lapde oS 5 (98 CuaSle o alaly o 1) Slojle Som 8 g (ool slaiel elaizl o s wiile ol yesite (glabansly ik
Bedhse drogs lpl o X80T SeSe Saalr o))l sln (ST 0S) (5 5 slade dnnsi alyd po S

by Galsd 50 6,050 G 5 (GPB sla,lSle Cusl a5 wes e Ol gl (nl @l e Capae 5 oIS Culiw gl o
OB CoaS a5 e (e Ghjgel el ol slaca gll 51 (6 S e slaan] B 50 codlad Gl g« olbing, 6 ,Sb0,5 L
S e SlaateS” LS (rizren el (o000 05 jLie 5 slotz] slatel vggn ) Wl oo (sog0e (2555l sla, g5l olmal
@ss ol 5o el (55900 o Sloe jatie b5l 5 lsd 2l Giuly lp (oliwsy jsel 5 G jlazms (6 K0 5 slaslyd Lo
Slsea |y @bty Gblie 1o (6 583 ,5 ansi (6 )loaly e Silgi oo jLudlils slaail ) Cusli 5 (Jowe galsz gl )5 (5 le(y5ilE ST )8
ok

gb‘m “94 QS)W

20,8 Ll SLSs i Bann sl slod dllis ol 55 0

&b o ,la

S5 092y s28lin lal AiS s « pol> axlllas aloxil o

W g0

el 0230,5 ey (BIS Jsol 5 e ool s ol ol 5o
oot cudlai

S ol
ool atils I ol gl ol

Extended Abstract

Introduction

The rule of law has long been recognized as a cornerstone of good governance and sustainable development,
serving not only as a mechanism for ensuring justice and accountability but also as a critical foundation for
social, economic, and environmental stability (Rhodes, 1996; World Bank, 1992). In recent years, scholars
and policymakers have emphasized the crucial role that the rule of law plays in shaping the effectiveness and
legitimacy of rural tourism management systems (Graham, Amos, et al., 2003; Rothstein, 2003). Rural
tourism, which connects economic revitalization with cultural preservation and community empowerment,
requires transparent, fair, and participatory governance frameworks to thrive sustainably (Babaei Finni, 2015).
In contexts where the rule of law is weak or inconsistently enforced, tourism development often leads to
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unregulated construction, environmental degradation, and social inequality — problems that are increasingly
evident in many heritage-based rural destinations, including Qalat Village in Fars Province, Iran (Amiri, 2019;
General Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars Governorate, 2025b).

Qalat, a historical village located near Shiraz, embodies the complexities of rural tourism management in a
setting rich in cultural and natural resources. Despite its potential for sustainable tourism development, Qalat
has faced numerous challenges arising from weak legal enforcement, uncoordinated institutional management,
and limited transparency in decision-making processes (General Directorate of Rural Affairs of Fars
Governorate, 2025a). The Ministry of Cultural Heritage, Tourism and Handicrafts (2024) reports that
although various legal frameworks exist for regulating tourism and protecting heritage sites, their enforcement
remains fragmented and inconsistent across local administrative units (Ministry of Cultural Heritage Tourism
and Handicrafts, 2024a, 2024b). This mismatch between policy and implementation has contributed to
declining management quality, reduced community trust, and deterioration of natural and historical assets.
Theoretically, the rule of law represents one of the central components of the World Bank’s framework of
good governance, which emphasizes justice, accountability, participation, and transparency as preconditions
for sustainable development (World Bank, 1992). Within the tourism context, the rule of law ensures fair
access to resources, equitable benefit distribution, and legal predictability for investors and local stakeholders
alike (Graham, Amuka, et al., 2003). Studies by Rhodes (1996) and Rothstein (2003) confirm that effective
governance systems grounded in legal transparency and institutional trust lead to higher satisfaction among
local communities and tourists, reducing the risk of corruption and resource mismanagement (Rhodes, 1996;
Rothstein, 2003). Furthermore, recent legal analyses highlight that a substantive, rather than purely
procedural, approach to the rule of law — one emphasizing fairness, equality, and responsibility — enhances
the resilience and adaptability of governance structures (Fozieh Hemmati et al., 2025; Hemmati Khah et al.,
2025).

In Iran’s rural tourism sector, however, gaps between formal legislation and practical enforcement remain
profound (Pak Fatrat, 2022). According to Hajideh Abadi and Samimi (2024), the principle of judicial
security — an essential aspect of the rule of law — has yet to be effectively incorporated into tourism
management and local administrative practices (Hajideh Abadi & Samimi, 2024). As a result, accountability
mechanisms are often weak, monitoring systems inconsistent, and legal remedies inaccessible to local
stakeholders. Similar findings are echoed in global literature, which indicates that in regions with weak rule-
of-law structures, achieving equitable and sustainable tourism outcomes requires institutional reform,
transparent communication, and cross-sectoral cooperation (Habib et al., 2024; Kyriacou & Trivin, 2024).
Drawing on these insights, the present study investigates the role of the rule of law in improving the quality of
rural tourism management in Qalat Village, Fars Province. The research explores how the core dimensions of
the rule of law — justice, transparency, accountability, participation, and responsibility — influence the
efficiency, fairness, and sustainability of local tourism governance. By integrating empirical data from local
stakeholders with the theoretical framework of good governance, this study aims to provide actionable
recommendations for policymakers and practitioners seeking to strengthen rural tourism systems under a rule-
of-law paradigm.

Methods and Materials

This study adopted a quantitative survey design based on a positivist paradigm. The statistical population
included all residents and stakeholders involved in tourism activities in Qalat Village (N = 7,286). Using
Cochran’s formula, a sample of 367 participants was selected through stratified random sampling to ensure
representation across different occupational and demographic groups. Data were collected through a
standardized researcher-made questionnaire measuring five key dimensions of the rule of law — justice,
transparency, accountability, participation, and responsibility — and their perceived impact on tourism
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management quality. The questionnaire’s reliability was confirmed with a Cronbach’s alpha of 0.87. Statistical
analyses were performed using descriptive statistics, Spearman correlation, non-parametric regression, Mann—
Whitney, and Kruskal-Wallis tests to evaluate relationships among variables and test the study hypotheses.
Findings

Descriptive analyses revealed relatively high mean scores across all rule-of-law dimensions, ranging from 3.6
to 3.9 on a five-point Likert scale, indicating generally favorable perceptions of the rule of law among Qalat
residents. The majority of respondents expressed agreement or strong agreement that justice, transparency, and
accountability are crucial for effective tourism management.

The Spearman correlation test showed a positive and significant relationship between the rule of law and
tourism management quality (r = 0.58, p < 0.001). Non-parametric regression analysis confirmed this
relationship (B = 0.57, p < 0.001), suggesting that higher levels of rule-of-law implementation lead to
measurable improvements in tourism management outcomes.

For the dimension of justice and equal rights, results revealed a strong positive association with service quality
(r =0.60, p < 0.001; B =0.58, p < 0.001), emphasizing the importance of equitable access to economic
opportunities and fair distribution of tourism benefits. Transparency also showed a significant positive
correlation with management quality (r = 0.54, p <0.001). Mann—Whitney and Kruskal-Wallis tests indicated
significant differences in sustainable tourism outcomes among groups with higher versus lower transparency
scores (U = 8200, p <0.001; x> =25, p <0.001).

Regarding accountability, the data indicated that enhanced responsiveness and monitoring mechanisms
significantly improved management performance (r = 0.62, p < 0.001; f = 0.60, p < 0.001). Weaknesses in
supervision and information dissemination were identified as major barriers to effective governance. In sum,
findings demonstrated that rule-of-law principles — particularly justice, transparency, and accountability —
play an integral role in advancing the quality and sustainability of rural tourism management.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings of this study confirm that the rule of law serves as a critical determinant of tourism management
quality in rural contexts. The positive and significant associations between justice, transparency,
accountability, and management performance underscore that the rule of law functions not merely as a legal
principle but as a structural mechanism for achieving fairness, participation, and institutional efficiency. In
Qalat, where tourism constitutes both an economic opportunity and a cultural responsibility, the enforcement
of legal frameworks ensures equitable access to benefits, mitigates conflicts among stakeholders, and preserves
the integrity of natural and historical resources.

The observed relationship between justice and management quality highlights that fair distribution of tourism
benefits and non-discriminatory access to resources strengthen community trust and engagement. When local
stakeholders perceive decision-making processes as equitable and consistent, their willingness to participate
in governance and conservation activities increases substantially. This aligns with the conceptualization of
good governance, wherein justice serves as both an ethical and operational foundation for sustainable
development.

Similarly, the study’s results regarding transparency reaffirm its centrality in fostering institutional credibility
and accountability. Transparent communication about budgets, project plans, and performance reports not only
enhances administrative efficiency but also reduces the risk of corruption and misinformation. By facilitating
public access to information, transparency empowers communities to hold local authorities accountable,
thereby reinforcing democratic governance principles.

Accountability, another core dimension of the rule of law, emerged as a decisive factor influencing
management quality. Effective monitoring systems and clear channels for grievance redressal are essential for
maintaining compliance with legal standards and for ensuring that tourism revenues are managed responsibly.
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In Qalat, however, limited oversight and fragmented coordination among agencies have impeded the consistent
implementation of tourism regulations. Strengthening inter-institutional collaboration and enhancing legal
supervision are thus critical steps toward improving management outcomes.

Beyond its empirical implications, this study contributes to the broader theoretical understanding of how the
rule of law interacts with sustainable tourism governance. The integration of legal principles into local
administrative frameworks transforms tourism from a profit-driven activity into a socially accountable and
environmentally responsible enterprise. In rural settings, where institutional capacities are often limited,
embedding rule-of-law norms into everyday governance practices promotes long-term resilience, prevents
resource exploitation, and supports inclusive economic growth.

From a policy perspective, these findings underscore the need for a multidimensional approach to tourism
governance that integrates legal, institutional, and social strategies. Strengthening the rule of law in rural
tourism management requires not only revising and enforcing regulations but also cultivating a culture of legal
compliance, civic engagement, and transparency. Local authorities should establish independent oversight
bodies, standardize information disclosure practices, and ensure equitable representation of community
members in decision-making processes.

Furthermore, fostering public awareness of the legal rights and responsibilities of both residents and tourists
can build a shared sense of accountability. Educational and training programs targeting local administrators,
tourism operators, and community leaders can bridge the gap between legal frameworks and practical
implementation. Enhancing the participation of local communities in planning and monitoring processes will
not only improve compliance but also generate a stronger sense of ownership and stewardship over tourism
resources.

In conclusion, the study demonstrates that the rule of law is not merely an abstract legal doctrine but a concrete
and operational driver of sustainable tourism governance. By reinforcing justice, transparency, and
accountability, the rule of law enhances the quality, equity, and sustainability of rural tourism management. In
the case of Qalat, implementing these principles can help transform current management challenges —
including weak oversight, lack of transparency, and institutional fragmentation — into opportunities for
systemic improvement. Strengthening the rule of law thus represents both a strategic necessity and an ethical
imperative for achieving sustainable tourism that benefits local communities, protects cultural heritage, and
promotes balanced regional development.
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