it (slioly 3 ol ol 5 5 s (5550 o (V) S bl 5,51 5 eyl s sl ooglS e inopssl e st eyl o sl 5 o33 sl D55
AW (B)F Ll dswosi 5 Conpd sl ygaio s by o Sl 0e5
ypo (CCBY-NC 4.0) 2165 b sillas olj] oyt g0ty dllio ol Uil sl odiams g ) sleto allio oyl izl Goi> alos VE+0 a

ol 43S

Al 2 SR e g K 5 Arugi Gty 53 (w31 OLdT g b Cu il soNl B b
Qg0 Jokxs
Osllelas (g 3l S T gimn 53U nslS Jomanel 7T e el Sl ol

Ol e 2aS e ol 35T oKl ¢3S Madlom Aoty o Ko b (650000l 5 ke 03,5 .
on,_wn,@;Umuj&;u.<A)>@>ru~)t§>ti»bh&,f\,h}; Y

Ol Ol ol 33T o8zl (e Ol g5 dml s (Kan b o 05 5 Y

O ) 01,5 ol 15T oS5 e g Ol doly (Ko b o pda 05,8 ¥

Ol 0l ol 33T o8l v Ol Ay ims >l b o S 0

Amir_m_madani@iau.ac.ir :J s sty Joal #
daS>

Sua bl iyl g Sl GleT 9 S b yiS g cudliwly cdawg sliusl) 3 ) Slasl g (b Cosl (gl pelr (2 e g (Db ol iagh Sua

P4 g paass s bl g (B8 1) (hngh dssle b pbl (gee il 3 peal ) jl o3ltl b 45 39 (6 el ISl 2 (e g (S 509y S5 Sl g 63
S mosls s sl g lai bl 4 (litaod b g dlodan (55 eig03 gy b U151 585 1+ &8 0ol Sty (el o g (Sim 8 o ¢ )b Slodl slaojo>
ORI (el 0 il 5 IS8 581,85 eatmdlejls carly (el shans )3 byl 3,855, b s jloosly Sl g 5 9l S Al S Lsdass sloanliae 3k
e 0023 ylejl yaeuie YV g 18103 ygeuie Cab glisciwl 4 Wodly ygeude Judou b ool Sz (0,555 5 (B il sbed paly ) 5o asdl Ll
5 Spyb (el g Lads oyl Slodl 5 by S 5 Lad oMl i f sl b))l s 5 Ml S (Sl S glo ) bads Jold 5105 (el
Gk 3l )b (b Casl &8 o Lt Juols (6580100 Glar 53 euylh Sladl g () S g Slpl aed 9 Sy axwgi (lill (Kipph cage i (] (e
@5 9 Ml 5 Sl (sl a)) JUaml ey cdMS g (Sanls s olaal g (Sjgel pls (0 B 88 ¢ lo plor sl 5 Cugn 0S8 (S b (sla bl 5l cblis
b (owys Slasl g () aed oo s il 398 ot Glpl (Sdad g (Kinj8 dewgd & dlwgnends dud S Gjgods Sl e (Mallim gaw )3 ()8 (Lj diadin
nlple ol lpl (Simyd )8 dagi g (elaiz] plrul (oMl —— Sl Sl JUil ((Kimpd Cogn Mgisl (00 maly ()8 g3l &S ((Lols)l )3
5 i b dnwg 3 1y ol bbb Wl o s Sl 5l Atedan (il Sler 5 gy il cdlanly sl Ml 5 (Ko ol Simlon (¢ IS sl

LS e Syl el

RS dnsgl (padio ol Kinyd Cap (Il Grtad ol Kiapd ooyl Sl 5 L7101 §lgS

Vb p Ve syl )b
VFe0 e WY 1S53 o,
Vo0 e VA ibpdy o)l

Vo0 e VY iadgl Ol o)

VWb o0 ol ¢l F)b


http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0
http://creativecommons.org/licenses/by-nc/4.0

How to cite: Parvani, N., Madani, A. M., Kavousi, E., Mohaghegh, N., & Bagheri Nezamabad, L. (2026). Developing a Model for Strengthening
Persian Language and Literature toward the Development of Iranian Culture and Civilization Based on Thematic Analysis. Training, Education,
and Sustainable Development, 4(5), 1-17.

© 2026 the authors. This is an open access article under the terms of the Creative Commons Attribution-NonCommercial
4.0 International (CC BY-NC 4.0) License.

Developing a Model for Strengthening Persian Language and Literature toward
the Development of Iranian Culture and Civilization Based on Thematic Analysis

Naser Parvani, Amir Mohsen Madani?*, Esmaeil Kavousi®, Nader Mohaghegh?, Leila Bagheri Nezamabad®

1. Department of Cultural Management and Planning, Kish.C., Islamic Azad University, Kish, Iran
2. Department of Industrial Design, YR.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

3. Department of Cultural Management, NT.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

4. Department of Cultural Management, ST.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

5. Department of Industrial Design, WT.C., Islamic Azad University, Tehran, Iran

*Corresponding Author’s Email: Amir_m_madani@iau.ac.ir

Abstract

This study aimed to develop and explain a comprehensive model for strengthening Persian language and literature in order to promote,
preserve, and expand Iranian culture and civilization. This applied study adopted a qualitative approach within an interpretive paradigm
and employed thematic analysis as its principal analytical strategy. The study population comprised experts and academics with relevant
expertise and experience in Persian literature, cultural management, and educational management. Ten participants were selected through
purposive sampling, with data collection continuing until theoretical saturation was achieved. Data were gathered through semi-structured
interviews and, following transcription, were analyzed inductively through the identification and classification of basic, organizing, and
global themes. External review and researcher pluralism were employed to enhance the credibility and trustworthiness of the qualitative
analysis. The thematic analysis yielded seven global themes and 27 organizing themes. The global themes comprised preservation of
Iranian cultural values, expansion of Islam and reinforcement of Islamic cultural values, preservation and advancement of Persian language
and literature, preservation and elevation of Iranian culture and civilization, preservation of Iranian cultural identity, development of
Iranian culture and civilization, and global expansion of Persian language and literature. The resulting model indicated that strengthening
Persian requires an interconnected set of mechanisms, including protection of cultural values, reinforcement of national identity and
cultural cohesion, active engagement of the educational system and literary scholars, preservation of linguistic creativity and productivity,
transmission of Iranian and Islamic human values, and systematic promotion of Persian beyond national borders. Persian language and
literature function not merely as means of communication but as strategic mechanisms for reproducing cultural identity, transmitting
Iranian—Islamic heritage, strengthening social cohesion, and enhancing Iran’s cultural capacity. Accordingly, coordinated educational,
cultural, and international policies aimed at preserving, revitalizing, promoting, and strategically internationalizing Persian language and
literature can substantially contribute to the sustainable development of Iranian culture and civilization.

Keywords: Persian language and literature, Iranian culture, Iranian civilization, cultural identity, thematic analysis, cultural
development.
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Language constitutes one of the most fundamental mechanisms through which collective memory, cultural
values, historical experiences, social norms, and patterns of identity are transmitted across generations. Beyond
its communicative function, language provides a symbolic structure through which societies interpret their
past, organize their present, and formulate cultural aspirations for the future. Literature, as one of the most
sophisticated manifestations of language, preserves and reproduces these meanings in enduring textual forms.
In the Iranian context, Persian language and literature have historically played a central role in maintaining
cultural continuity, consolidating national identity, transmitting ethical and spiritual values, and connecting
diverse social and ethnic groups within a shared cultural sphere. Previous research has emphasized that
literature functions as an important mechanism for preserving cultural identity because literary works embody
collective memories, symbolic meanings, social values, and historical experiences that can be transmitted from
one generation to another (Bagheri, 2023). Persian has similarly contributed to the dissemination of Iranian
cultural values across Islamic societies and has served as both a linguistic and cultural medium in different
historical periods (Darbazi Yengejeh & Samadi Silabi, 2025).

The importance of Persian is also rooted in its long historical continuity. The linguistic tradition from Old
Persian to later forms of Persian demonstrates the durability of Iranian linguistic structures and their close
relationship with political, cultural, and intellectual developments over several centuries (Skjaervo, 2012).
This continuity has allowed Persian literature to preserve substantial parts of the Iranian cultural heritage while
adapting to major historical transformations. Classical Persian literature, particularly the works of Ferdowsi,
Saadi, Hafez, Rumi, and other prominent writers, contains a rich combination of historical narratives, ethical
principles, mystical ideas, social values, and aesthetic expressions. Research on Persian poetry and literature
has consequently indicated that literary heritage can contribute to the revival and reproduction of Iranian
culture by reconnecting contemporary society with longstanding cultural symbols and values (Alidoust &
Fallahian, 2024). Literature has also been identified as an important component in the formation and
maintenance of national cultural identity (Bozorgmehr, 2024).

The interaction between Persian culture and Islamic teachings represents another major dimension of this
historical development. Following the spread of Islam in Iran, Persian gradually became an important medium
for expressing religious, philosophical, ethical, and mystical concepts. Islamic teachings influenced the
thematic and conceptual development of Persian literature, while Persian literary forms simultaneously
contributed to the cultural dissemination of Islamic thought (Raeisi, 2024). This reciprocal relationship helped
create a distinctive Iranian-Islamic cultural tradition in which linguistic, literary, religious, and civilizational
elements became closely interconnected. The influence of Persian extended beyond Iran and contributed to
cultural exchange across parts of Central Asia, the Indian subcontinent, the Caucasus, and other regions. The
historical presence of major Persian literary figures in Russian-speaking countries, for example, has been
considered an important source of cultural influence and intercultural connection (Shahmirza, 2011).

The contemporary significance of Persian language and literature must, however, be examined in the context
of globalization. Globalization has intensified cultural contact, accelerated the circulation of information, and
exposed national cultures to unprecedented forms of competition and interaction. Studies of globalization and
culture suggest that increasing global interconnectedness can transform cultural patterns and redefine the ways
in which societies preserve and communicate their identities (Raikhan et al., 2014). The expansion of
information technologies has also created new conditions for global knowledge transparency, providing
opportunities for cultural products and linguistic resources to circulate more extensively across borders
(Leidner, 2010). These developments create opportunities for Persian to expand through digital media,
international education, translation, and intercultural communication, but they also generate risks for languages
that fail to maintain active roles in emerging scientific, technological, and media environments.
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The vulnerability of linguistic diversity further highlights the importance of systematic language preservation.
Reports on language extinction indicate that numerous languages are disappearing at a rapid rate, resulting not
only in linguistic loss but also in the disappearance of culturally specific knowledge, narratives, traditions, and
worldviews (Maugh, 2017). Although Persian has a substantial number of speakers and a rich literary heritage,
its continued vitality cannot be assumed without sustained cultural, educational, and technological support.
From a strategic perspective, historically accumulated linguistic resources, literary richness, symbolic depth,
and cultural distinctiveness may be regarded as cultural advantages that can strengthen the position of Persian
in a competitive global environment (Ansoff, 2022).

The educational system is particularly important in maintaining this continuity. Persian language and literature
education can strengthen familiarity with national history, collective memory, literary heritage, and cultural
values, thereby contributing to the formation of national and cultural identity (Seifi Ghazi Mahalleh, 2024).
At the same time, Persian literature may contribute to broader cultural development through its capacity to
cultivate social awareness, ethical reflection, historical consciousness, and collective identity (Nazeri & Shokri
Joshaghani, 2024). In international settings, language education can be further strengthened when it is
integrated with intercultural learning. Evidence from language education research indicates that intercultural
communication can enhance language learning by connecting linguistic competence with cultural
understanding (Liu, 2024). However, intercultural exchange may also be hindered by differences in cultural
frameworks, communication expectations, and interpretive patterns (Sarvinozkhon, 2023). The reception of
messages across cultural boundaries therefore requires sensitivity to different cultural contexts and meaning
systems (Shahlo, 2023). These considerations suggest that strengthening Persian requires a comprehensive
framework that simultaneously addresses cultural identity, literary heritage, education, Islamic values, cultural
development, and international dissemination. Accordingly, the present study aimed to develop a thematic
model for strengthening Persian language and literature in support of the development of Iranian culture and
civilization.

Materials and Methods

This study was applied in purpose and qualitative in approach and was conducted within an interpretive
paradigm using thematic analysis. The study population consisted of experts with relevant academic and
professional experience in Persian literature, cultural management, and educational management. Participants
were selected purposively on the basis of their knowledge of Persian language and literature and their
familiarity with issues related to Iranian culture and civilization. Ten experts participated in the study, and data
collection continued until theoretical saturation was reached, meaning that subsequent interviews no longer
generated substantially new conceptual information.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. At the beginning of each interview, the overall
purpose of the study was explained to the participant. Interviewees were then invited to describe their views,
experiences, and interpretations concerning the mechanisms through which Persian language and literature
could be strengthened in ways that contribute to Iranian cultural and civilizational development. Follow-up
questions were used when necessary to clarify meanings, obtain examples, and explore emerging ideas more
deeply.

All interviews were transcribed and repeatedly reviewed. An inductive analytic procedure was adopted in
which meaningful statements and concepts were first extracted from individual interviews. These concepts
were subsequently grouped into basic themes. Conceptually similar themes were compared, integrated, and
organized into higher-level categories. Through continuous comparison and clustering, organizing themes and
overarching themes were developed. To improve the credibility and trustworthiness of the qualitative analysis,
external review and researcher pluralism were employed. Coded materials were examined by individuals
outside the primary research team, and multiple researchers participated in reviewing and interpreting the data.
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Findings

The thematic analysis produced a comprehensive model consisting of seven overarching themes and 27
organizing themes. The seven overarching dimensions were: preservation of Iranian cultural values; expansion
of Islam and reinforcement of Islamic cultural values; preservation and advancement of Persian language and
literature; preservation and elevation of Iranian culture and civilization; preservation of Iranian cultural
identity; development of Iranian culture and civilization; and global expansion of Persian language and
literature.

The first dimension, preservation of Iranian cultural values, included protection of the cultural values of Iranian
society, formation of national identity, strengthening of cultural cohesion and integration, promotion of Iranian
social and cultural values, and transmission of Iranian cultural values to Islamic societies. These themes
showed that Persian language and literature were perceived as important vehicles for transmitting cultural
meaning and maintaining continuity between generations.

The second dimension concerned the expansion of Islam and reinforcement of Islamic cultural values. It
encompassed the role of Persian language and literature in enriching Islamic culture, transferring Iranian-
Islamic values to other societies, and supporting the promotion of Persian within the cultural context of the
Islamic Republic. The participants emphasized the historical interaction between Persian literary heritage and
Islamic ethical, religious, philosophical, and mystical thought.

The third dimension, preservation and advancement of Persian language and literature, included the need to
renew and improve Persian, the role of scholars and literary figures in its preservation, the contribution of
culture to Persian language education, and the role of Islam in enriching Persian literature. This dimension
highlighted the need for an active rather than purely protective approach to language preservation.

The fourth dimension was preservation and elevation of Iranian culture and civilization. Its organizing themes
included the contribution of major poets to the advancement of Persian and Iranian cultural heritage,
safeguarding the treasury of Persian language and literature, strengthening links between national and cultural
identity across Iranian ethnic groups, and transmitting human and social values throughout Iranian history.
The fifth dimension, preservation of Iranian cultural identity, included the role of Persian literature in
maintaining cultural identity and strengthening religious identity and the continuity of spiritual values. The
sixth dimension, development of Iranian culture and civilization, encompassed cultural preservation, the role
of the educational system in cultural transmission, the contribution of Persian literature to cultural and
civilizational development, social progress, social transformation, cultural and social advancement, and
reinforcement of Islamic knowledge.

The seventh dimension was the global expansion of Persian language and literature. Its main components
included increasing public interest in Persian, preserving the productivity and creativity of the language, and
promoting Persian appropriately outside Iran. Together, these themes formed an integrated model in which
cultural identity, education, religion, literary heritage, social development, and international cultural exchange
were closely interconnected.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings indicate that strengthening Persian language and literature is a multidimensional cultural process
rather than a narrowly linguistic or educational intervention. The seven identified dimensions demonstrate that
Persian simultaneously functions as a carrier of national identity, a repository of historical memory, a medium
of Iranian-Islamic values, a resource for cultural development, and an instrument of international cultural
communication. The model therefore emphasizes that efforts to strengthen Persian should integrate
preservation, education, innovation, cultural production, and international dissemination.

The preservation of Iranian cultural values emerged as a foundational component of the model. This finding
implies that the vitality of Persian depends partly on its continued capacity to communicate social values,
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historical experiences, and shared cultural meanings. Literature plays a particularly important role in this
process because literary texts connect cultural memory with contemporary interpretation. Accordingly, the
preservation of Persian should not be restricted to conserving classical texts; it should also involve making
literary heritage relevant to contemporary generations through education, media, and cultural production.

The findings concerning Iranian-Islamic values further demonstrate that the historical identity of Persian
cannot be separated from its long interaction with Islamic thought. Persian literature has served as a major
medium for ethical, mystical, philosophical, and religious expression, and this heritage remains an important
component of its cultural significance. At the same time, the results show that strengthening Persian requires
linguistic creativity and modernization. A language that is preserved without being continuously renewed may
gradually lose relevance in scientific, technological, educational, and everyday domains. Preservation must
therefore be accompanied by innovation, terminology development, digital expansion, and adaptation to new
communicative environments.

The study also emphasizes the central role of education. Educational institutions are not only responsible for
teaching grammar and literary history but also for transmitting cultural memory and developing meaningful
engagement with Persian literary heritage. More interactive, contemporary, and culturally relevant forms of
education may help younger generations perceive Persian literature as a living resource rather than as a purely
historical subject.

The global dimension of the model is equally important. Strengthening Persian within Iran and expanding it
internationally should be regarded as complementary processes. Translation, digital content production,
international Persian-language programs, cultural exchange, and cooperation among universities and cultural
institutions can increase the global accessibility of Persian literature and Iranian cultural heritage. However,
international promotion should be adapted to the cultural contexts of different audiences and should combine
language instruction with literature, history, art, and intercultural knowledge.

Overall, the findings support an integrated understanding of Persian language and literature as both a cultural
heritage requiring protection and a dynamic civilizational resource requiring development. Effective
strengthening of Persian therefore depends on coordinated cultural, educational, technological, and
international policies. The proposed model provides a structured framework for such efforts by identifying the
principal dimensions through which Persian language and literature can contribute to preserving cultural
identity, promoting Iranian-Islamic heritage, enhancing cultural development, and expanding the international
presence of Iranian culture and civilization.
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